How to survive a class with Professor Creasman--the F.A.Q.

Written by students FOR students
1. What should I expect from this course?
2. What is the teaching style?
3. How is Mr. Creasman in the classroom?
4. Is the class hard?  

5. Is it possible to get an A in this class?  

6. What should I do when I recognize I need help or I am not doing well?
7. I have a motivation to learn [history]. Will I become knowledgeable on the course content while in this class? 
8. Do I need to show up to each and every class?
9. How do I survive a class?
10. Is taking notes in class important?  
11. How do I take good notes?
12. Does he just lecture the entire class?  

13. What if I don’t feel like I am getting all the material?  
14. Is he serious about what’s on the syllabus?
15. I don't really want to be here. Can I just get an easy "A"?
16. In preparation for this class, what is the most important thing a student should possess or bring to the table?
17. What is this prep work?
18. How do I prepare for class?  

19. Does the prep work actually matter?
20. Is the prep work really useful? Or does he just do it because he can?
21. Is there a lot of homework?
22. Does he have essay writing besides the exams?  

23. How should I study for the exams?
24. How should I prepare for the exam?
25. What can I expect from exams? 
26. What do the exams have on them?  
27. How should I answer the essay questions? 
28. Does he really let you take exams with a partner?  

29. How do I prepare for any online quizzes?   

30. With the online quizzes, do I need to study beforehand or can I just take them?
31. Does Creasman take points off if you're late to class?  

32. How do I contact Mr. Creasman outside of class?
33. How can I improve my understanding of the material?  
34. Does Mr. Creasman give any extra credit?  
35. Don’t forget: YOU are in college
36. Random Statements by Students that can help you generally.
What should I expect from this course? You can expect to actually learn about history and not just memorize it. This is a course for students actually interested in learning history, not just going through the motions and receiving a grade.

What is the teaching style? The professor includes a variety of teaching styles into his course, but mainly uses the lecture method. Do not be fooled by the lecture method- this is anything but boring. He is a very engaging speaker that involves the students and moves all around the room. Throughout the class you will also split into small groups to discuss your prep work and what you found along with your analysis. Other times you will be presented with video clips that allow you to visualize the history. Notes are crucial to being successful in this course so you should be taking notes while the professor is talking, while the film is running and while you are in your groups. 

How is Mr. Creasman in the classroom? I think he is somewhat of a "breath of fresh air" in the way he teaches the class and the overall content of the class. I have been somewhat disappointed with many of the classes I have taken at Valencia. Whether it be the teacher being very disinterested in the class (waiting to retire) or droning on and on straight from the book each class, or even this semester I have encountered a teacher who really does not seem to be familiar with any of the information she is teaching.  Creasman is very passionate and knows the material very well.

The professor knows his stuff. He will go in detail of what happened, how happened, and who were the key protagonists in the different events covered. He is kind of fast speaking, so students will have to be really focused during the class because note taking is essential.

Is the class hard?  The class is challenging. If you devote the right amount of time and are interested in the material you will be fine. However, if you think you can just BS the essays and short answers like we can do in every other class at Valencia you will fail. This class will challenge you, but if you are successful you will feel like you have accomplished something. Study, listen, take notes and become engaged in the class discussions and you will be fine. 

The class is not particularly hard as long as you pay attention to the syllabus, and any advice Mr. Creasman will give. It is all worthwhile information to help you overcome the difficulties you may face. Mr. Creasman will encourage you to stay motivated and put in adequate study time for exams;
doing so will ensure your success. - Just pay attention!

It is not an easy class. The class is based in analysis and critical thinking. Student will have a lot of reading material for each class.

Is it possible to get an A in this class?  It is not going to be an easy task for sure, but it is possible. If students focus in answer what the professor in asking in the exam they will not have problems. Analysis and critical thinking is what this professor is looking for, and if students give him that, they will usually earn an “A.”  
What should I do when I recognize I need help or I am not doing well? You should first recognize what you are not doing. Are you studying and taking notes?  Once you address this problem and you still see that you are not doing well or you need help, you should talk to professor Creasman for clarity and advice. He is always very welcoming and inclusive; he actually likes students and will spend time with you to help you.  You could also find a study partner and using Valencia's resources are always an option. Professor Creasman does give random extra credit opportunities as well.
I have a motivation to learn [history]. Will I become knowledgeable on the course content while in this class?  Mr. Creasman is passionate about teaching [history] and will always be active in exposing his thorough knowledge of the content. His lectures provide a balance of critical thinking application during class, and a frank perspective all his own. Any non-learning will be on the part of the student. If you are motivated to learn, you will not be disappointed. 

Do I need to show up to each and every class? Yes. If you want to really learn what is being taught, you'll show up. Sure it might be annoying but it'll help you in the long run. It's not like his class is boring, just show up and take notes. There's nothing hard about that now is there? 

Coming to class should be one of your biggest priorities that you recognize. When you come to class you don't miss lectures or notes and you can ask questions on point. Also hearing things first hand may better help you than dealing with "he said, she said."  Plus, You don’t want to miss all the ‘hints’ (they are pretty obvious) he gives for the exams.
How do I survive a class? Take notes, do the prep work, take notes, study for the exams from your notes and prep work, take notes, and SHOW UP. If you don’t show up, you don’t get the information, and if you don’t have the information, YOU CAN’T PASS. Did I mention take notes?

Is taking notes in class important?  Taking notes is extremely important and critical to your success in the class.  Most of the points discussed in class will be on the exam.  This is why it is important to be at every class.  It is important to take notes on the videos as well as what your classmates say during discussion.

Taking notes is the best thing you can do and should always do in this class. You can always go back to them for answers and they are a tremendous studying tool and reference that you can use on your quizzes. They also can help you outline essays for the midterm and final maybe even some papers you will come across.
How do I take good notes?  Taking good class notes are an absolute must in the class since you won’t remember everything the professor says (and you won’t). You need to take notes. 
Tips:

· DON’T write everything. You will not be able to do so, therefore, don’t try! You will only get frustrated.

· Write main ideas: Dates, Events, and always connections to what the Professor critically analyzes. If you are a slow writer, write words instead of complete sentences. If you type wonderfully fast, bring your laptop. 

· Use highlighters: Easier on the eyes to differ distinct topics, it is also proven that it helps you remember. Highlight the MOST important issues, events, etc. 

· Keep them in a notebook. So the notes will be organized and not loose. Each class will follow the next in an orderly fashion. 
· Check out the information he has for you in WebCT on good note taking.

Does he just lecture the entire class?  He lectures about 2/3rds of the class, but every day we do small group work that connects to the prep work.  So, almost every day, he gives us something to do with a partner or group where we are talking to each other.  Also, he uses a lot of powerpoint and videos.  The videos especially are helpful to be able to watch stuff and hear other historians.
What if I don’t feel like I am getting all the material?  He has WebCT information for ever class (I think).  If you go there, he has other links to different webpages with information that fits the stuff we are talking about in class that day.  Also, there are videos that you can watch online that also have a lot of helpful information (this is only for the two American History classes).  WebCT is also helpful with the prep work if you don’t have the book (he doesn’t require the textbook) and sometimes there are his own copies of work we have to do.  And you can also find some extra credit in WebCT.
Is he serious about what’s on the syllabus? YES. If it’s on the syllabus, it is the law. And that includes mobile phones- don’t even think about your phone while you are in class. 

I don't really want to be here. Can I just get an easy "A"?  Mr. Creasman will encourage you to pursue that which interests you. He understands that history is not always the most popular subject, but will do his best to change your mind. However, if you are a lazy student with no motivation to do well, you will not find what you are looking for. Passivity is NOT in his vocabulary.

In preparation for this class, what is the most important thing a student should possess or bring to the table? Critical thinking skills--this class requires more than just the typical “this is the question; that is the answer.” You have to be able to analyze the question or topic at hand, find the answer and think of the reason why that answer matters or what does it mean for that to be the answer. 
What is this prep work? Prep work is just that- you preparing for class. Find information from class and read it- it gives you the basics of what will be covered so that you won’t be confused when the subject is discussed a little more in depth. And it does count!
How do I prepare for class?  At the end of every class Mr. Creasman lists a few focus points that you should know about thoroughly for the next class's discussion. But these few focus points aren't the only things that you should study. If you want to make it through Creasman's class you must study information from the rest of the chapter as well. And as proof of your preparation you are required to turn in notes on the focus points as "prep work" at the end of every class.  

Does the prep work actually matter? Yes. Prep work matters so you can be involved during the class conversations and contribute to the discussion. It will allow you to have a basic understanding of the events that the professor will discuss during class so as he gets into the deeper issues you’re not still trying to figure out the basics.  If the student just does the prep work everyday, then they will not have to cram so much on the night before the exam since that preparation is core to how Mr. Creasman builds the exam.   Plus, the Preparation works like a exam score for the entire semester, worth 10% of your grade, so its an easy way to pick up extra points.  And, the extra points don’t hurt either!
Yes; there is a small percentage that accounts for the final grade. But that is not why the prep work is fundamental in order to get a good grade. The prep work does for you two great things: first, it helps you understand what Professor Creasman (yes, he talks fast) is talking about before hand, so when you come to class, the material is a breeze and you will understand it more in depth. The second reason is as follows: when you have to study for the exams, your prep work contains much of the material for your exam, so guess what? You have already started reading and learning about it weeks and weeks before hand. 
Is the prep work really useful? Or does he just do it because he can? Doing the prep work is a pretty big part of the class. It'll help you understand what he's saying on a different level and when preparing for exams it'll really come in handy. Why? Just take it from one of his students, do the prep work. IT WILL HELP YOU ON EXAMS.

When you do the prep work for this class you can participate more and what professor Creasman is going over will not be introduced but more of a review for clarity and detail.

Is there a lot of homework?  No. But Mr. Creasman expects you to be prepared for his lectures. "Prep work" is typically a summary of information from the textbook in your own words, most commonly in a note taking form. This work should be enough for you to participate in class, but it is not to be thorough unless you want it to be.
Ultimately, the prep work is for the student, and will be an indispensable asset in exam prep.
Does he have essay writing besides the exams?  Yes, but these essays are nothing to fret over as long as you put in the effort; they are typically anywhere from a couple to a few pages long. Though you may have to go do some research activities, there should be no other difficulties in making a good grade. 

How should I study for the exams? If you are given the essays ahead of time, write out an outline for each essay. It helps me if I put more information than I actually will need so that I have room to forget something at exam time, as everyone will do. If you aren’t, ask if you can have some clues. It’s also rather easy to guess what some of the questions will be from reading over the class calendar and listening in class. Clues are dropped all the time. 
It's best to start studying early, maybe even 2 weeks in advance.  Go over all the notes from your prep work and from in class.  Make sure you understand the basic concepts and create outlines for the essay questions provided.  If you have come to every class and worked your absolute hardest at grasping the material, you should do fine.  Do not cram!

How should I prepare for the exam? The exams are thorough and require the full amount of time given. If you do not study you will not finish. The in class exams in this course are a combination of short answer and essays. If you do not actually know and understand the information you will not pass. You should study by reading your notes, going over your prep work and taking the online quizzes. Your notes are key- without your notes you will not pass.

The most daunting part about the exams are the two essays. Mr. Creasman will give you essay prompts a week or so before the exam--only two of which will be on the midterm. A good way to study is to make a "meaty" essay outline for each essay prompt and memorize them all. Make sure to know each of them by heart because you will not know what prompts to expect. Now, the best way to study for this is, of course, to do a practice essay for each one and make sure that each essay is packed with good information. If you have been taking and studying notes from class, then the other parts of the exam should be a breeze.
To ace the exam there are previous steps that must be done before studying: Paying attention in class, keeping up with your prep work and taking good notes. After this has been done throughout the course you will find that studying for the exam is much easier, and shorter. However, studying must be done. Not the night before--I personally recommend a week before hand. This is good so you don’t have to sit six hours straight studying. Rather, study a couple of hours a day. The professor gives you the essays for the exam some days before, and your job is simply to gather the information regarding the questions. My advice: Make a little study guide for each essay. Once you have written it down, it becomes much easier to remember it. You can also read it to yourself and repeat out loud. 
What can I expect from exams?  Speaking from personal example, PAY ATTENTION for any online exams and quizzes. Mr. Creasman will go out of his way to inform you about the assessments, but it is ultimately up to the student to keep track of the schedule. Otherwise, the assessments are straightforward and correspond directly to class notes. As far as in-class exams, be prepared to spend 6+ hours to study for a good grade (Mr. Creasman will recommend around 10 for an excellent grade). There are no secrets, the exams are thorough but fair, and all covered in class.  There will be no multiple-choice or true/false questions so you really need to know the material.
The examinations require a complete understanding and full knowledge of the material. As stated before it is not the typical ‘question asked; question answered’, such as other exams from other courses. You are required to know key information pertaining to a subject matter. The Western Civilization courses are also Gordon Rule courses, so the examinations consist emphasize writing. Pay very close attention to the instructions of the exam. Do not take these exams lightly.

What do the exams have on them?  The exams have three parts. The first part of the exam is the short answer part in which students will have to answer question with few sentences. The second part is identification in which students will have to identify and explain significance of people, and any important events occurred. In the last part students will write two essays, three pages long each.  You should use critical thinking, facts, and answer every part of the question.  The essay should be fully developed, preferably 3-5 pages.
How should I answer the essay questions? As completely as possible, and answer the question asked. If the question asks for you to compare Louis 14 to Louis 16, don’t talk about the French Revolution unless you are tying it in to your comparison. 

Does he really let you take exams with a partner?  Yes he does.  When he allowed us to work with someone else I found myself receiving much better grades and for that matter understanding the material better.  Not everyone does it, but it helped me take the exam with a partner.
How do I prepare for any online quizzes?   The online quizzes (found in AMH 2020) are multiple choice. The easiest way to prepare for the online quizzes is to study from your notes. YOU MUST TAKE NOTES! Write down everything you hear in class that is important because that's the only time you will hear some of it. Much of the information covered in class cannot be found in the textbook. And much of the information covered in class can be found on the quizzes. But don't use your notebook as your only study source. Use it as an outlined study guide for what to study from other sources.
With the online quizzes, do I need to study beforehand or can I just take them?
STUDY!! Sure if you just review your notes you'll skate by but make sure you know the chapters covered before taking the quizzes. The quizzes really prepare you for the exams, so if you pass the quizzes you'll do fine on the exams. Simple as that.

Does Creasman take points off if you're late to class?  No, he doesn't. But it behooves you to be in class on time. It's for your own benefit because it's your grade--it's your money--it's your life. It's your responsibility to always come to class everyday and on time. Missing just one class is missing a whole class's worth of notes, that day's prep work, and an entire chapter of American history. So much important information is covered in one class that you just can't afford to neglect any of it. Mr. Creasman is usually in class five minutes early to let you in.

How do I contact Mr. Creasman outside of class? Atlas. Atlas can save your life. Mr. Creasman constantly uses Atlas to contact his students. So constantly check your Atlas e-mail for notifications, announcements, reminders, and even extra credit opportunities. Stay on top of Atlas. Be OCD with it.   Sometimes you can get him through facebook or Myspace, but he really wants you to use Atlas due to security and privacy stuff.
How can I improve my understanding of the material?  One thing students need to focus on is major terms, for example: The Great Depression or the Civil War, and basically explain what are these events and back it up with facts.  In order to pass the class, I would suggest to really take advantage of the class discussion time where Mr. Creasman has you work in small groups. When you are able to share your notes with one or two more people it is very beneficial.

Does Mr. Creasman give any extra credit?  If you listen well during class, he actually offers a lot of extra credit.  However, he doesn’t ever do it just because you need points due to a bad grade.  What he does is tell you about ways to do more learning, often by watching a movie (like “300” or “Gangs of New York”).  If you do something that shows you put time into more learning, he will give you some points to the next exam.  Sometimes these extra credit options are listed in WebCT, so check all that information; other times he may give credit for something like voting, public service or even just being registered to vote.
Don’t forget: YOU are in college--You must take the time and effort to study. This class only asks of you what is expected from a college-level class. The goal is to L E A R N , if you don’t study, how can you possibly broaden your horizons? We must strive for excellence in every situation, become the best professionals that we can, so we can be truly productive in our society when we end school. How sad would it be to not know our own history? Who our presidents were, what they did, the revolutions we faced, the hardships, the battles we conquered, the pain we suffered, the country we have become today is a product of yesterday. Be proud and eager to study the facts that made America. You will understand more of yourself and of the ones that surround you. A truly life-changing experience, your eyes will never be ‘blind’ or ignorant again. As my grandma always said, if you have to do something, might as well do it willingly. 
Random Statements by Students that can help you generally:
“I found your class to be very challenging but also very fair. I learned the most in this class because I was prepared every class before hand.” 
“I really don't understand how people can't make it in your class! You make class enjoyable and I know some might see it as hard, but I just think it's a part of learning. You have to work in college; you're preparing us for our larger educational careers.”
“This semester (my first at UCF) has been pretty intense. I have to say though that taking the two classes that I took with you prepared me for the expectations and workload that I have experienced. Every single exam has been an essay exam and I’m glad that you took the time in your classes to teach those who would take the advice how to prepare.”
“I had a great time in your class. You’re seriously one of the best teachers I've ever had and it was an honor to be in your student and having you as my professor.”
“It is so refreshing to find a teacher who truly cares about the success of their students. I always get teachers who explain how they "have so many students, but will try hard to know my name", but you are different. You make it a goal to know our names and who we are and that inspires me.”
“After taking your online class, I wished that I had taken it in person. I have taken a lot of online classes.  I am 35 years old and still working, one class at a time, on my bachelor's degree.  So many classes, especially online ones, are just rote learning and do not require us to remember the events.  I can still recall facts, dates, and events that occurred in our history thanks to your teaching style.  You require more of your students than just memorization, but in a good way.  Everyone should know more about our history.”

“We both thought you were an excellent professor. Especially, at least I could tell this by actually being in class with you, you weren’t just a professor trying to teach history but trying to teach us about life and you always let us know that your door was always open! We both appreciate everything your have done for us!”

“I just want to thank you for being such an awesome history teacher!  In middle school and 9th grade, I used to take satellite classes and my history teachers and classes were soooooooooooooo boring and my teachers were terrible.  I began to despise history and pretty much made up my mind that I would never like it.  Your class has definitely changed my outlook on history.  I get excited to come to class and learn more about the history of our country and how everything is connected.” 

“I find your class to be very refreshing and highly motivating.  I was a student at UCF for 2 years before unfortunately finding out the hard way that I wasn't taking my education seriously.  Your class has helped me to keep my eye on the ball and to stay motivated about my education.  I again just wanted to say thank you for how serious you take your job and how much you care for our success.”

“I really liked the format you used with all the group work.  When I look back at my initial time in college, I remember it as much for how it helped me broaden my view of the world, as I do for the content of the courses.  I had lunch with one of your other students and she said how much the class had helped her to meet new people.  She had been at VCC for a year and said she had met virtually no one.” 

“I like your approach to the class, especially since it was a survey class.  I feel like the lighthearted way in which you approached the subject made it user friendly for those not strongly interested in history.”
“This was by far the hardest class I have ever had, yet I feel so prepared for the rest of college now.  I feel like your class was the first real college class I have had here.”

“I have never worked as hard in any class as I did in this class, but it was worth it.  Not only did I learn a lot (about a subject I really wasn’t interested in), but I saw the value of planning and a schedule.  Now I know I can be successful in my future when I go to Law school.”
“You are a marvelous teacher. I have been in 14 different schools, and when I say this, I don’t say it lightly. You have made me fall in love with American History, and also made me see things I could have never possibly gathered from a history textbook.  The first class I took with you was a “mistake” and when I found out how wonderful you taught, I decided to stay.  I cherish every learning experience from your class and know that it will follow me for my entire life. I have other classes in which we learn nothing; we are giving the full questions and answers to the tests, so all we have to do is memorize. Those classes are packed. They are also the classes, that unlike yours, all the material is forgotten at the 50th multiple choice question. We learn nothing.  Thank you for doing what Professors should do, thank you for T E A C H I N G.” 

